
THE SECRETARY OF EDUCATION 
WASHlNGTON, DC 20202 

April9,2020 

Dear College and University Presidents: 

These are unprecedented and challengingtimesforyourstudentsandforyou. I know you find 
yourselves grappling with issues you never imagined, and I wantto assure you we are here to 
support you in your mission sand to quickly provide the resources and flexibilities you need to 
continue educating your students. That's why we're focused on implementing the 







4. In consideration for the advanced fonds a·nd as conditions for their receipt, Recipient 
warrants, acknowledges, and agrees that: 

(a) The advanced funds shall not be used for any purpose other thim the d~rect payment of 
gr ants to students for their expenses related to the d.isrupti on of campus operations due to coro,navirus, 
such as food, housing, course materials, tc::chnology, health care,, and child-care; 

(b) Recipient holds those funds in trust for students and acts in the nature of a fiduciary with 
respect thereto; 

(c) Recipient shall promptly comply with Section 18004(e) of the CARES Act and (i) report 
to the Secretary thirty (30) days from the date of this Certification an.d Agmement and every forty
five (45) days thereafiter in accordance with 2 CFR 







at its disposal. The Secretary urges Recipient to take strong measures to ensure that emergency 
financial aid grants to students are made to the maximum extent possible. 

4. In considerationl for the funds and as conditions for their receipt, Redpient warrants, 
acknowledges, and agrees that: 

(a) The funds shall be used solely for the purposes authorized in Section 18004(c) of the 
CARES Act. In accordance with Section 18004(c) of the CARES Act, Recipient shaH not use funds 
for payment to contractors for the provision of pre-enroUment recruitment activitie:s, which include 
marketing and advertising; endowments; or capital outlays associated with facilities related to 
athltitics, sectarian instruction, or religious worship. 

(b) Recipient retains discretion in detennining how to allocate and use the, funds provided 
hereunder, provided that funds will be spent only on those costs for which Recipien1t has a reasoned 
basis for concluding such costs have a clear nexus to significant changes to the delivell)' of instruction 
due to the coronavirus. It is pmmissible for Recipient to use the funds for Recipieint's Institutional 
Costs to reimburse itself for costs related to refunds made to students for housing, food, or other 
services that Recipient could 110 longer provide, or for hardware, software, or internet connectivity 
that Recipient may have purchased on behalf of students t0r provided to students. 

(c) Consistent with Section 18006 of the CARES Act, Recipient agrees that to the greatest 
extent practicable, Recipient vilill pay all of its employees and contractors 





Attachment A to Riecipieot's CARES Funding Certification and Agreement 

Recipient assures and certifies the.following: 

◄• Recipient will comply with all applicable assurances in 0MB Standard Forms 424B and D 
(Assurances for NoJJ-Construction and Constnl<~tion Programs), including the assurances 
relating to the legal authority to apply for assistance; access to records; conflict of interest; 
nondiscrimination; Hatch Act provisions; labor standards; Single Audit Act; and the general 
agreement to comply with all applicable Federal laws, executive orders and 1regulations . 

., With respect to the certification regarding ]obbyin.g in Department Form 80-0013, no Federal 
appropriated funds have been pa.id or will be paid to any person forintluencing or attempting 
to influence an ofiker or employee of any agency, a Member of Congress, 15



MERCYHURST 
501 East 38th Street 

Erie, PA 16546 

814-82 4-2000 
800-825-1926 

-- UNIVERSITY-- merryl,urstedu 

May18,2020 

Dear Student, 

As you know, the COVID-19 pandemic has created considerable disruption to campus operations. Many of you 
had to leave campus housing, and courses were moved toward a remote instruction approach to ensure the 
safe delivery of education. 

Congress has passed the CARES (Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security} Act to provide relief to 
Americans affected by this crisis. A portion of those relief funds were reserved for college students whose 
educations were disrupted. 

Mercyhurst University recently received approximately $1.5 million in CARES Act funds to assist eligible 
students with the disruption and unanticipated expenses associated with the pandemic. Per guidance from 
the Department of Education, these funds are reserved for students eligible for Title IV federal financial aid. 
At Mercyhurst, any student who sent us a valid FAFSA on or before March 27, 2020 (the date the legislation 
was enacted), who meetlitle IV eligibility requirements, and who were registered forcoursework as of March 
27 is receiving portion of this relief funding. 

Your CARES Act funds are provided in the endosed check. 

We hope these funds provide support to you for unanticipated expenses incurred due to the pandemic. 
Moreover, we hope you and your families are safe and well. 

We wish recently graduated students much success in future endeavors, and we look forward to welcoming 
all other students back to campus in the near future. 

Carpe Diem, 

If~ 
Joseph E. Howard 

_b~~ 
David P. Myron 

Vice President for Enrollment Vice President for Finance and Administration 


